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The First Century – and On to the Next!
by Rabbi Nosson Scherman
A hundred years ago, America was recovering from the “Great War.”
The “Roaring Twenties” was about to begin, a decade of conﬁdence
and prosperity
The country was turning its back on the world,
refusing to join the League of Nations, and it
would soon limit immigration with a law that
would close the door to Jewish immigration from
Eastern Europe.
Most American Jews still called themselves
Orthodox, but few were Shomrei Shabbos and
their children were in public school. A generation
of bright, motivated young Jews were making City
College of New York an elite institution, but their Jewishness was
becoming limited to Kaddish and Yizkor.
Thanks to the Williamsburg Bridge,
Williamsburg was a growing “suburb” of
Manhattan. Jews were coming there to
escape the crowded tenements of the
Lower East Side and building magniﬁcent
shuls – but there was no yeshiva – not
one! -- in Jewish Williamsburg and no
one thought of building one – except for
one man.
Binyamin Wilhelm had moved to
Williamsburg with his young family, but unless there would be a
yeshiva for his children, he would have to go back to the East Side.
What should he do? Give up? Never! He would build a yeshiva. People
thought he was crazy, but
he was more sane than
they.
So he and a handful of
fellow visionaries founded
Torah Vodaath with 80
talmidim. A few years later,
he met and was enamored
with “Mister” Shraga Feivel

Mendlowitz, (The Ponevezher Rav said it well: “He was not a Mister,
he was a “Nistar”). Reb Binyamin wanted to hire him as a rebbe and
eventually the menahel, but the baale battim refused. “He’s too
chassidish. Too old-fashioned. Not for America!” Reb Binyamin listened
and responded, “It’s too late. I hired him
already.”
Of such vision, commitment, courage and
audacity was Torah Vodaath born.
A hundred years of hindsight shows that
Torah Vodaath became the foundation of
today’s thriving, ﬂourishing Torah
communities in Lakewood, Monsey,
Baltimore, Cleveland, and beyond. It
became America’s Yeshiva, acknowledged
by the gedolei Yisrael who built upon its
foundations to create the Torah world
that we and our children now take for granted.
As America’s Yeshiva strides into its second century, let us pay tribute
to the past and build for the future.
Torah Vodaath today is like a vigorous parent taking pride in his
oﬀspring but still getting up in the morning and looking forward to a
new day of challenge and accomplishment.
We thank for your support and we assure you that we are constantly
striving to be worthy of your conﬁdence in our future!

Class of 1933

The Belsky Family Centennial Heritage Award
It is most appropriate that our Centennial Heritage Award be
bestowed upon the Belsky family, a family whose history is deeply
intertwined with the hundred year history of our beloved Yeshiva.
The patriarchs of this family were Mr. Yisroel Belsky, grandfather of
our unforgettable Rosh Hayeshiva kWmz; and Reb Binyomin Wilhelm,
founder of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath. As detailed in “America’s Yeshiva,”
the magniﬁcent chronicle of our Yeshiva’s history which is being
released at tonight’s Dinner, Reb Binyomin conceived of opening a
yeshiva in Williamsburg, raised the initial funds for the project and
spent a Yom Kippur going from shul to shul to solicit parents who
would sign up their children for Torah Vodaath, which had yet to open
its doors. Reb Binyomin’s creativity, persistence and mesiras nefesh
along with a tremendous amount of siyata d’Shamaya is what turned
his dream into a reality.
And it was Reb Binyomin who discovered Rav Shraga Feivel
Mendlowitz kWmz, the man who would found Mesivta Torah Vodaath
and go down in history as perhaps the greatest pioneer of Torah life
in America. As Reb Binyomin’s grandson, Rav Yisroel Belsky related:
“I was privy to a letter written by the great rav, Rabbi Eliezer Silver, in
which he wrote, ‘The center of Torah in America is Torah Vodaath.”
That truth was thanks to Reb Shraga Feivel. My grandfather, who was
his closest friend, recognized his unique abilities and entrusted to
him the decision-making and direction of the Yeshiva and Mesivta.”
One of the people whom Reb Binyomin approached as he sought to
garner support for his Yeshiva was Mr. Yisroel Belsky. Ultimately, Mr.
Belsky’s son Reb Berel married Reb Binyomin’s daughter Chanah.
They merited to raise nine outstanding children, their oldest son

eventually becoming Rosh Hayeshiva.
Rav Belsky once related: “Before Torah Vodaath opened its doors, my
grandfather Reb Binyomin Wilhelm visited a wealthy man who lived
on Keap Street, down the block from the new Yeshiva’s building.
When he told the man about the Yeshiva, the man withdrew his
checkbook and was about to write a check — but my grandfather
stopped him. “I don’t want your money,” he told the man. “I hear
that you have a 5-year-old son. I want you to
register him in our Yeshiva.” The man agreed and
then wrote a check for $2,000.
“That man was my father’s father, Mr. Yisroel
Belsky, kWz, and the 5-year-old boy was my father,
kWz. My father was one of Torah Vodaath’s
original talmidim and the generous check that
Reb Berel Belsky z”l my grandfather wrote at that time was
acknowledged in the form of a plaque which hung in the Yeshiva for
many years.”
Mr. Yisroel Belsky left a legacy of tzedakah and chesed, concepts for
which the entire extended Belsky family is renowned. In his
grandson’s words:
“The best way to help a poor person is to help him to earn a living. I
heard from my father about his father, how he set up countless
people in business. He lent them money and then, even more
important, showed them how to buy merchandise, how to sell, how
to speak to a customer. He took a
pauper and turned him into an
entrepreneur. Eventually, the man had
his own store, his own bank account,
and his life was a life.
“I asked my father, ‘How many people
did Zeidy help in this way?’ My father
replied, ‘Many ... many.’ ”
Reb Berel and Mrs. Chana Belsky vWg,
were most beloved members of the
Williamsburg and later Kensington
Jewish communities. They raised a beautiful mishpacha whom they
imbued with a tremendous sense of achrayus for Klal Yisroel. Their
home become an open house where every downtrodden soul was
welcome. In the 1970s, when the Iron Curtain began to lift somewhat
and Jews were permitted to emigrate, this humble family which

always preferred to be out of the limelight, took a leading role in
welcoming new immigrants to Kensington, providing them with
apartments, furniture and other basic needs and introducing them
to the beauty of Torah and mitzvos.
And throughout the years, the Belsky family remained inextricably
bound with Torah Vodaath. Reb Berel’s three sons all attended
Yeshiva and Mesivta Torah Vodaath and developed into outstanding
talmidei chachomim. His oldest son, Rav Yisroel, became a maggid
shiur when only twenty-ﬁve years old and continued to deliver
shiurim for the next 52 years until his passing in 5776. His impact on
scores of talmidim as a rebbi and upon the entire Mesivta as Rosh
Hayeshiva is a major aspect of Torah Vodaath’s glorious history.
At Rav Belsky’s levayah, the Menahel of the Beis Medrash, Horav Elya
Katz, shlita, said: “The Rosh Yeshiva was the mind of the Yeshiva, the
heart of the Yeshiva, the heart of Klal Yisroel. Wherever there was an
individual or a community in need of chizuk, the Rosh Yeshiva was
there for them.
“On the day of his passing, I was
in the hospital and noticed that
in addition to his large, devoted
family, there were others who
would not leave his side. These
were people who were not
blood relatives, but who had
grown up in the Rosh Yeshiva’s
home. His home was open to
every broken soul, every broken heart.
Rav Belsky and his devoted Rebbetzin, tichyeh, raised a beautiful
family of bnei Torah and bnos Yisroel all of whom are a credit to their
upbringing. We are privileged that Rabbi Reuven Cohen, a son in law
of Horav Belsky has made a special trip from Eretz Yisroel to honor
us as tonight’s Guest Speaker. Rabbi Cohen is a distinguished Rosh
Kollel in Kiryat Sefer who is the driving force behind the publication
of Einei Yisroel, the multi-volume collection of shmuessen on the
parsha of Horav Belsky kWmz.
Many of the Belsky children are successful marbitzei Torah in
communities worldwide. Their son-in-law Rav Nachum Yaacov Gross
is the Rosh Kollel of the Miami Beach Community Kollel. Rav Aryeh
Belsky is a magid shiur in Yeshiva Tiferes Yisroel in Flatbush. Rav
Elimelech Belsky is the Rosh Kollel Zichron Yosef in Kiryat Sefer and

succeeded the Rosh Hayeshiva as Manhig in Camp Agudah. Rav Dovid
Goldstein, a son-in-law, is a Rosh Mesivta in our Mesivta Torah Vodaath.
When it comes to be Machzikei Torah the Belsky son-in-law and
daughter Reb Shlomo Yehudah and Mrs. Tamar Rechnitz are in a
category of their own. If Torah Vodaath is “America’s Yeshiva” then
the Rechnitz family can aptly be called “The Family of America’s
Yeshivos.” All across America and beyond, bnei Torah are able to
immerse themselves in limud haTorah because of the generosity of
Reb Shlomo Yehudah and Mrs. Tamar Rechnitz.
The Rechnitzes have been particularly close to our Yeshiva, as they
recognize and cherish their family’s deep connection with Torah
Vodaath. When Rav Belsky founded our Yeshiva’s Choshen Mishpat
Kollel, the Rechnitzes stepped forward to provide funding.
The beautiful, full-color coﬀee table book, America’s Yeshiva, was a
project that took well over a year to complete and understandably,
involved considerable cost. We are deeply grateful to Reb Shlomo
Yehudah and Mrs. Tamar Rechnitz for dedicating the “Belsky-Rechnitz
Family Edition.” We look forward to many more years of Torah
partnership with the Rechnitz family and we wish them much nachas
from their mishpacha.

The Belsky Family Centennial Heritage Award

Rav Reuven Cohen, tWyhKa
Guest Speaker
Tonight’s Centennial Dinner gathering has the honor to hear from
Rav Reuven Cohen, tWyhka, the esteemed son in law of our
illustrious Rosh Hayeshiva, Hagaon Horav Chaim Yisroel Halevy
Belsky, kWmz.
Rav Cohen, a distinguished talmid chocham in his own right, is a
talmid of Hagaon Harav Yaakov Moshe Kulefsky, kWmz, Rosh
Yeshiva of Ner Yisroel in Baltimore. Rav Kulefsky himself learned
in Yeshiva Torah Vodaath and Bais Medrash Elyon, where he was
a close talmid of Hagaon Horav Shlomo Heiman, kWmz and Horav
Reuven Grozovsky, kWmz.
During the time he learned in Yeshivas Ner Yisroel, Rav Cohen
merited to have nightly chavrusashaft with the Rosh Yeshiva,
Hagaon Horav Yaakov Ruderman, kWmz, while he developed into
an exceptional lamdan.
While still a bachur, Reuven was invited by Rabbi Shmuel Bloom,
executive Vice President of Agudath Yisroel of America, to serve
as a learning Rebbi in Camp Agudah, upon the recommendation
of none other than Horav Ruderman himself.
Reuven married Blimey Belsky, who incidentally is named after
Bobbe Blima Wilhelm, vWg, the wife of Reb Binyomin Wilhelm,
kWz, the founder of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath. Like their great
grandparents, Reuven and Blimey built their home on a
foundation of Torah and chessed, and they are always available
to oﬀer assistance to anyone in the community, in the BelskyWilhelm tradition.

After their marriage, the young couple settled in Baltimore,
where Rav Reuven joined the kollel of Yeshiva Ner Yisroel. After
a few years, the Cohens moved to Eretz Yisroel, where Reuven
joined Yeshivas Iyun Hatalmud, under the leadership of the Rosh
Yeshiva Hagaon Horav Abba Berman, kWmz. Horav Berman was
renowned for his brilliance, and Rav Reuven was acknowledged
as being one who could learn on the level needed to be counted
as a talmid of Rav Abba.
The Cohens were amongst the asarah rishonim, the ﬁrst ten
couples who moved to the ﬂedgling town of Kiryat Sefer, where
he helped establish the new city on a foundation of pure Torah
and yiras Shomayim.
One day, Rav Reuven received a call from his shver, Horav Belsky,
who suggested that it was time for him to begin saying shiurim.
Within a few days of Rav Belsky’s suggestion, Rav Cohen was
oﬀered the position of Rosh Chaburah in Kollel Bais Abba, where
he enjoyed much success in his harbatzas Torah.
After several years, Rav Cohen decided to open his own kollel,
which he named Zichron Yosef after his father. In his position as
Rosh Kollel, Rav Reuven has helped spread his enlightening
chiddushim to the yungerleit as he helps them develop into ﬁrst
rate talmidei chachomim.
Throughout all the years, Rav Reuven enjoyed an extremely close
relationship with his father-in-law, who treated him as if he was
his own son. Indeed, they enjoyed a special kinship since Rav
Reuven was entrusted by Rav Belsky with publishing his seforim,
Einei Yisroel on the parshios, and Shulchan Halevi on halachah.
Rav Reuven has also written more than a dozen of his own
seforim, Imrei Reuven on Shas and Livyas Chein on Chumash.
As Yeshiva Torah Vodaath presents the Belsky Family with the
Centennial Heritage Award, we are privileged to have Rav Reuven
Cohen address us as he accepts the award on behalf of the
family. We wish him gezunt to be able to continue his great
Avodas Hakodes with much nachas, together with his Rebbitzen,
from his beautiful mishpacha ohcuy ohbau ohnh lrutk!
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Welcoming the Rosh HaYeshiva

Moreinu Horav Yitzchok Aba Lichtenstein tWyhka

Celebrating and Creating History
at Yeshiva Torah Vodaath
The walls of our Yeshiva are saturated with rich history, and the legacy
of Torah permeates every sefer, every shtender, and every ﬂoor tile in
the Beis Medrash. Yeshiva Torah Vodaath opened its doors in 1919, after
Rabbi Binyomin Wilhelm trekked through the streets of Williamsburg,
convincing parents to send their children to a new Yeshiva where they
would continue the age-old chiyuv of Talmud Torah on these foreign
shores. Since then, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath has created a legacy of Torah,
educating thousands of American talmidim, some growing to be Gedolei
Olam, and many serving later on the Hanhala in the very same Yeshiva
that taught them the Torah-true way of life. Many of today’s Gedolei
Hador have spent their best years learning Torah in Yeshiva Torah
Vodaath, steeped in Torah and chinuch. The richness of Torah learned
over the last century remains until today, as Yeshiva Torah Vodaath
boasts a world-class Yeshiva Ketana, Mesivta, Beis Medrash, and Kollel,
educating close to one thousand talmidim at this very moment.
The ﬁrst century of Torah is not only the history of Yeshiva Torah
Vodaath; it is also the foundation of a bright future. With a talented
Hanhala and top-tier Rebbeim who are constantly introducing fresh
ideas and new programs, the enrollment in our Yeshiva Ketana has
grown signiﬁcantly, and the Mesivta is bursting with energy. Talmidim

in all departments of the Yeshiva are learning and shteiging in all areas.
Every division of the Yeshiva is experiencing a tremendous increase in
enthusiasm along with the higher ramah in learning, in this new and
exciting tekufah.
The time was ripe for a fresh leader to inspire this new generation of
talmidim.
Following the petirah of the late Roshei Yeshiva, Rav Avrohom Pam and
Rav Yisroel Belsky, kWz, a search was initiated for an Adom Gadol and
leader to join the current Roshei Yeshiva, Rav Yosef Savitsky tWyhka,
and Rav Yisroel Reisman tWyhka. With much Siyatta D’shmaya, and
after much eﬀort from the hanhala and the Executive Committee, we
are both excited and proud to have chosen one of our generation’s
greatest mechanchim and talmidei chachomim, a scion of the Brisker
and Torah Vodaath dynasties, Horav Yitzchok Lichtenstein tWyhka, as
Rosh Hayeshiva of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath.
A talmid of Rav Dovid Soloveitzchik tWyhka, and a tremendous talmid
chachom proﬁcient in many miktza’os haTorah, Rav Lichtenstein is a
perfect blend of a talmid chachom who embodies true mesoras
haTorah, while possessing the uncanny ability to understand the
challenges of and connect with today’s bochurim.
Since his arrival, Rav Lichtenstein has taken the Yeshiva by storm, and
his almost daily presence has richly enhanced the level of learning
across all four divisions of the Yeshiva - the elementary school, the
Mesivta, Beis Medrash, and Kollel. Bochurim and yungeleit alike wait
to talk to him in learning, and are inspired by his bekius and charifus,
not only in the sugya which the Yeshiva is learning but in all sugyos in
Shas.
Rav Lichtenstein hails from Gedolim, and emulates them in every way.
A great-great-grandson of Rav Chaim Brisker, Rav Lichtenstein has not
only immersed himself in understanding his Zaide’s Torah, but has
toiled for many years on various kesavim of Rav Chaim, and is
renowned throughout the world as an expert on Rav Chaim’s Torah.
He has published many seforim, mostly containing the shiurim of Rav
Chaim, as well as the shiurim of Rav Moshe Soloveitchik and his
grandfather, Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik.
Rav Lichtenstein previously served as Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Nesivos
HaTorah in Staten Island, building and connecting with talmidim in his
exceptional manner. He possesses a unique blend of gadlus b’Torah
and approachability, availing himself to connect with his talmidim on
their level while remaining in a league of his own in Gadlus b’Torah.

He currently serves as Rav of
Kehillas Bais Avrohom in Monsey,
and served as well as a marbitz
Torah in Yeshiva Orchas Chaim in
Monsey, Igra D’pirka, the
Bialystoker shul, and various other
venues.
Rav Lichtenstein is working
together with the two other Roshei
Yeshiva, Rav Yosef Savitsky and Rav Yosroel Reisman, to ensure that
this surge in the ramah of learning is carried throughout the entire
mosad. With great eﬀort, Rav Lichtenstein travelled several times to
Eretz Yisroel to assemble a chaburah of talmidim to join Yeshiva Torah
Vodaath upon their return from Eretz Yisroel. This dream has been
realized with tremendous success, and this chaburah of older bochurim
and new yungeleit “horoving in learning” gives much chizuk to the
existing Mesivta and Beis Medrash. The Yeshiva is also proud to add
on two new rebbeim to oversee this chaburah, a maggid shiur, Rav
Shlomo Cynamon, Rav of Khal Bnei
Torah in Flatbush, and Rav Dov
Ortner, who is relocating from Eretz
Yisroel to serve as shoel u’meishiv
and Maggid Shiur. B’ezras Hashem,
this chaburah is only the beginning
of the new future in our Beis
Medrash Division.
As far as his vision for Yeshiva Torah
Vodaath, Rav Lichtenstein looks forward to implementing programs
and limudim based on the tzerachim of his talmidim. The needs of
bochurim today have changed over the past few years, and the Rosh
Yeshiva realizes that bochurim need much more than a good shiur. They
need extra chizukim. They need a strong kesher with their rebbeim.
They need more hadracha in hashkafah as well, in order to grow into
solid bnei Torah. Rav Lichtenstein is eager to help ﬁll that role.
To understand who Rav Lichtenstein is, one only needs to remember a
few months ago, when he addressed the Yeshiva for the ﬁrst time.
On his ﬁrst day as Rosh Yeshiva, hundreds of talmidim, alumni, parents,
and friends joined the Hanhalah and Rebbeim in the Beis Medrash to
hear the inaugural Shiur Klali from the new Rosh Yeshiva. Before
beginning his Shiur Klali on Mesechta Kiddushin, Rav Lichtenstein

wondered aloud why he was zocheh to this role. He answered his own
question by pointing to the zechus of his fathers and grandfathers,
illustrious Gedolim and leaders of the dor. He mentioned his father-inlaw Rav Chaim Grozovsky, son of Rav Reuven Grozovsky, Rosh Yeshiva
of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath and Beis Medrash Elyon, and the impact that
he made on his life. Rav Chaim Grozovsky lived and breathed Yeshiva
Torah Vodaath, and the Rosh Yeshiva attributed his current role to their
zechus. He modestly acknowledged the honor he has to sit alongside
the present choshuve Roshei Yeshiva, Rav Yosef Savitsky and Rav Yisroel
Reisman, and the Rosh Kollel, Rav Label Wulliger and the Menahel Beis
Medrash, Rav Elya Katz, and noted how appreciative he is for the
opportunity to be a part of the renaissance of Torah that will take place
in this very Beis Medrash. He then proceeded to deliver an elaborate
Shiur Klali, explaining many complex nuances in the sugyah that the
Yeshiva was learning.
Many stayed behind with Rav Lichtenstein for a while, as he greeted
every attendee personally. Former talmidim used this opportunity to
reconnect, allowing themselves to once again soak in hashpa’ah from
their beloved Yeshiva, while enjoying the new atmosphere.
Indeed, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath has a rich history; one hundred years
of harbotzas Torah, many Gedolei Yisroel as leaders, and thousands of
loyal talmidim who are living lives of kiddush shem Shomayim. This
pivotal moment is the beginning of a new era. The Yeshiva is about to
embark on a glorious new era of malchus haTorah with a new Rosh
Yeshiva. Indeed, today, America’s Yeshiva is not only celebrating their
history, but they are creating history.

Simchas Torah –
Rejoicing with the Centennial Edition of
Hamesivta-Migdal Hameiah
Dedicated by The Leshkowitz Family
“Come, let us build!”
The year was 1943, and the world
was in upheaval. WWII was raging in
Europe and Asia, and Orthodox
Jewry in America was focused on
saving as many lives as possible.
Most of the great yeshivos of
Europe with their iconic Roshei
Yeshiva ceased to exist. Yet in
Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, the
rebuilding was underway.
“Come, let us build!”
These words led the clarion call of
Hagaon Horav Simcha Sheps kWmz in
the forward to the ﬁrst edition of Hamesivta, a journal of chidushei Torah
produced by the talmidim and staﬀ of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath. The goal, wrote
Rav Sheps, was to reshape the face of the generation and to uplift it as the
shining light of the Torah pierced the darkness of the world.
“With thanks to Hashem, the talmidim of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath have merited
to be rooted with the concepts of Torah and Judaism in this country, to enjoy
its luminance and dwell in the shade of this center of Torah…Our desire is to
place a cornerstone for the podium from which the sounds of Torah will be
heard…”
With the publication of the ﬁrst edition of Hamesivta, the Yeshiva displayed
for the populace that its goal was to produce gedolei Torah who would
continue the glorious chain of yeshivos stretching back to Bavel and beyond.
The contributions included pieces from the Roshei Yeshiva of the bygone era
as well as the Roshei Yeshiva of Torah Vodaath, and most important the
ﬂedgling talmidim who represented the lofty goals expressed.
Over the next seventy-ﬁve years, periodic journals were produced which
showcased the diligence of the talmidim, and served as an inspiration for
many to strive for greatness in Torah. For three decades, Horav Yitzchok
Yaakov Sekula tWyhka, the Menahel Ruchni of the Bais Medrash, supervised
the annual publication of Hamesivta, as he encouraged the talmidim to be
mechadesh chidushei Torah and commit them to writing. Many of the

contributors went on to spread Torah throughout the length and breadth of
the land, becoming marbitzei Torah and authors of their own seforim as well.
In conjunction with tonight’s Centennial Dinner, Hamesivta – Migdal Hameiah,
a sefer of chidushei Torah of the roshei yeshiva and talmidei hayeshiva, past
and present, is being presented. As the idea of the sefer began to take shape,
the Leshkowitz Family, who have taken a leading role in the Yeshiva for
decades, stepped forward and magnanimously undertook to sponsor and
dedicate this project. Mr. Chaim Leshkowitz has served as Chairman of the
Board of Directors for over thirty years; his brother and partner, Mr. Yossie
Leshkowitz is also an ardent supporter of the Yeshiva. Chaim and Yossi, who
are always ready to extend themselves on behalf of the Yeshiva, seized this
opportunity as a means of expressing their hakoras hatov to the Yeshiva,
where their children and grandchildren are talmidim. Reb Chaim’s son, Naftali
is a current Member of the Board, and Reb Yossie’s son, Rav Naftuli tWyhka,
is a magid shiur in the Bais Medrash.
The Leshkowitz family is constantly on the lookout for substantive ways in
which to enhance the leaning and productivity of the Yeshiva. By dedicating
Hamesivta-Migdal Hameiah, they are contributing to the furtherance of the
growth of the talmidim by producing lomdisheh chidushei Torah of their own.
Yeshiva Torah Vodaath is honored and grateful for this latest contribution by
the devoted Leshkowitz family.
The editorial staﬀ, led by Rav Naftuli Leshkowitz and overseen by Rabbi
Shlomo Gottesman, editor of Yeshurun, gathered pieces from the renowned
magidei shiurim which have graced the Yeshiva, including Hagaonim: Horav
Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, Horav Moshe Rosen, Horav Yaakov Kantrowitz,
Horav Shlomo Heiman, Horav Reuven Grozovsky, Horav Gedalia Schorr, Horav
Yaakov Kamenetsky, kWmz. Horav Yisroel Chaim Kaplan, Horav Elya Chazan,
Horav Reuven Fain, Horav Simchah Sheps, Horav Avrohom Pam, Horav Yaakov
Moshe Shurkin, Horav Moshe Dov Ber Rivkin, Horav Avrohom Braude, Horav
Nosson Elya Gertzulin, Horav Zelig Epstein, Horav Elazar Kahanow, ohehsm rfz
vfrck. Pieces from renowned alumni of the Yeshiva, including Hagaonim:
Horav Simcha Shustal, Hagaon Horav Don Ungarischer, Horav Shraga Moshe
Kalmanowitz, Hagaon Horav Elya Svei, Hagaon Horav Yaakov Moshe Kulefsky,
vfrck ohehsm rfz, and yWjkch Hagaonim: Horav Yitzchok Scheiner, tWyhka,
Rosh Yeshivas Kaminetz-Yerushalayim, and Horav Yaakov Schiﬀ, tWyhka, BriskYerushalayim, and others are included. Rare manuscripts, including a
handwritten shiur from Hagaon Horav Eliyahu Moshe Shisgal, kWmz, and the
gilyonos (marginal notes) of Hagaon Horav Chaim Yisroel Belsky, kWmz, on
Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Dei’ah were procured as well. Many prestigious alumni,
including prominent Roshei Yeshiva and Magidei Shiurim, have submitted
their own chidushei Torah for this sefer.
As it begins its second century, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath calls out once again:
Come, let us build!

Celebrating 100 Years of Torah
with a Global Siyum HaTorah
Talmidim of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath worldwide successfully joined
together in preparation of the Centennial Anniversary of the
Yeshiva in a most appropriate way—with The Global Siyum
haTorah, a completion of vkuf vru,v kf.
Tanach, Mishnayos and Shas were completed by the joint eﬀorts
of hundreds of current talmidim and alumni as they prepared to
usher in the second century of Torah leadership and chinuch in
America. Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, started in 1919 by a small cadre
of parents seeking a Torah true education for their sons, soon
proved to be the cradle of chinuch for generations to come. As
the Yeshiva headed towards the Centennial, completing its ﬁrst
100 years, this undertaking allows the alumni and talmidim to
reconnect with the Yeshiva and unite in completing this
monumental undertaking.
The program began on Sunday, 21 Shevat/January 27, as
talmidim and alumni ﬁlled the Bais Medrash of Torah Vodaath to

commemorate the third yahrtzeit of the Rosh Yeshiva Moreinu
Horav Chaim Yisroel Belsky kWmz. The Rosh Hayeshiva, Moreinu
Horav Yosef Savitsky shlita, opened the asifa by speaking about
the importance of ameilus b’Torah and how Moreinu Horav
Yisroel Belsky kWmz was never satisﬁed until he delved into an
inyan and understood it fully! This was followed by a shiur iyun
delivered by Moreinu Horav Belsky’s son in law, Rav Dovid
Goldstein tWyhka, a Magid Shiur in the Mesivta.
The Rosh Hayeshiva, Moreinu Horav Yitzchok Lichtenstein shlita
began with an introduction that today’s event is not about
learning with a goal to be mesayem, but rather about learning a
tremendous amount of Torah in preparation for a seudas mitzvah
of a siyum commemorating 100 years of Torah Vodaath. The
Rosh Hayeshiva mentioned that the zeide, Moreinu Horav
Reuven Grozovsky kWmz, Rosh Yeshiva of Torah Vodaath, wrote in
a letter to Horav Moshe Schwab kWmz (when he left Kaminetz to
go to London) that he should gather a chaburah to review the
shiurim of Rav Baruch Ber kWmz, since by doing so they will
remember the Yeshiva. So, too, through the limud haTorah of this
siyum, we would hope the talmidim will remember their days of
shteiging in Yeshiva and will continue on an upward path.
In dividing the Torah for the participants, over 700 slots were
fashioned, which allowed wide participation for the many who
wish to partake in this project. The Siyum Chairmen, Rabbi Yosef
Eisen, Rabbi Yehuda Horowitz, Rabbi Dovid Morgenstern and
Rabbi Nosson Motechin worked closely with Rabbi Yitzchok
Diamond and Rabbi Shmuel Kutten to make sure that every Torah
portion was covered and learned at least once and many
instances even twice. The Siyum haTorah has certainly increased
the level of simcha as alumni and good friends assemble to give
kavod to the Mother of Yeshivos of America.

In tribute to

Mr. Yitzchok (Isaac) HaKohen Fink kWz
A Man of Rare Character
A Noble Leader and a Trusted Mentor
Thirty-six years ago,
Mr. Fink joined Yeshiva
Torah Vodaath as
General
Studies
Principal. His high
standards and intense
devotion to the success
of both teachers and
students raised the
level of the secular studies department to bring it on par with the
Yeshiva’s preeminent limudei kodesh division. For more than three
and a half decades, whenever Mr. Fink proposed a new program for
the Yeshiva, the board knew that it was chosen for the beneﬁt of the
students, and they always found the funds to accommodate it. His
wisdom and professionalism were absolutely relied upon, and his
opinion was respected to the utmost.
Mr. Fink’s dedication to the students of the Yeshiva and to his staﬀ
was legendary. An aura of positivity and good humor ﬂowed from
the core of Mr. Fink’s personality and permeated those around him.
His warmth, concern, and genuine caring were what shone through,
even as he directed the school with the highest expectations. He
radiated simchas hachaim and yet he commanded – not demanded
– respect. From him was learned the power and impact of a kind
word and a genuine smile. Words of appreciation, a humorous quip,
or a compliment were the sunshine he bestowed on students and
staﬀ who blossomed in his steady, soothing, uplifting presence.
Mr. Fink worked hand in hand with
the hanhala of the limudei kodesh
department. If a problem arose with
a student in the afternoon, he would
strive for a clear picture of the
student’s all-around progress and
behavior, often working hand in hand

with the child’s rebbe
and the hanhala.
Motivational
and
educational
tools
would be discussed
together and only
those that were
mutually favorable for
both departments would be implemented. He celebrated the
afternoon successes of his students with the limudei kodesh
menahalim, and was eager to hear how they were being matzliach
in their limud haTorah. His interest was always the holistic success of
each student and his devotion to them at times overwhelmed him
emotionally, bringing him to tears.
One of Mr. Fink’s proudest achievements was helping the children
grow in literacy skills. His desire was that every yeshiva boy should
be able to read and write on a respectable level and he invested
himself, on a personal level, to help them achieve that success.
Students were invited into his oﬃce to read for him and were
rewarded with stickers and a beaming smile. He made his way in and
out of classrooms regularly, encouraging and praising the students,
who held him in high esteem. He took home every child’s writing,
regardless of academic level, and took the time to read through each
one, stamping it with his praise. He motivated and encouraged each
boy to put forth his best eﬀort and celebrated their individual
accomplishments. Mr. Fink introduced the resource room before it
was in vogue, and other mosdos came to him for advice on how to
improve their own programs, which he always provided graciously.
Mr. Fink engendered the feeling of
the “YTV Family” and treated
everyone as such. He participated in
everyone’s simchas and was often
the ﬁrst to send a gift. He knew all the
teachers’ children by name and
would ask about them regularly, as if
they were his own. With his petirah,
many of these children felt like they had lost a grandfather. He would
visit students who were sick, call to see how someone was doing,
encourage teachers to care of themselves and to take the time oﬀ
necessary to recuperate. The sentiment expressed from all corners
of the staﬀ room, “It was a privilege to work in YTV under Rabbi Fink.”

Mr. Fink was the ultimate
cheerleader. He believed in his
teachers and staﬀ, from the youngest
assistants to the most seasoned
educators. He had a vision of stellar
teaching, and with his outstanding
leadership he guided, coaxed, and
prodded to bring out the latent potential in every staﬀ member. He
had an exceptional ability to hone in on the talents of an individual,
and cultivate those talents until they shone brightly. “He would stand
behind us and push ever so gently, then step back and let us spread
our wings, and beam with pride as he admired the results,” is how
one grateful teacher expressed it. He minimized weaknesses and
helped teachers rise to their best selves with lines like, “You don’t
know how good you are,” or “We don’t let you sink here,” spoken with
abundant love and concern. He encouraged collaboration to help
teachers grow from one another but created no competition because
everyone was the best.
He was available at all
times for his staﬀ and
thoroughly devoted to their
growth and success. Their
problems were his problem;
their successes were his
success. He was a team
player
who
undertook
responsibilities he could
easily have delegated to
others.
He
modeled
persistence and the courage
to face any challenge.
Nothing was too hard for his
broad shoulders to carry. He would say, "We are the educators, and
it is our job to make sure we do whatever is in the child's best
interest, no matter what, even if it’s something extra diﬃcult for us."
He would advise teachers to be “considerate and demanding, to
discipline with love and understanding,” and to ﬁnd “teachable
moments.” In fact, that was exactly what he role-modeled in his
relationship with them.
Teachers were always eager to have Mr. Fink observe their lessons
because his ever-present ayin tova and meticulous attention to detail

would pick up on any praiseworthy
activity or interaction he witnessed.
An eagerly anticipated letter in their
mailbox would follow, full of praise,
pulling apart every aspect of the
lesson including the aim, strategies,
and skills, all from a positive
perspective. The supportive feedback
would validate all the hard work
invested, and teachers would embrace the gentle critiquing which
helped them grow as educators. He was colleague, friend, conﬁdante,
supporter, advisor, and champion to every member of his staﬀ.
He was a giver, doer, innovator, master educator, and true oveid
Hashem. He was also nurturer and provider, stocking the fridge with
water bottles and favorite Snapple ﬂavors (he always remembered
who liked what) and even a daily pear for the teacher who mentioned
that it was her favorite fruit. Fatherly concern motivated him to take
out a personal loan to help teachers if ever the yeshiva was late with
payroll. His outstanding middos, huge heart, and humility revealed
his inner depth and emunah. His dedication to learning daf yomi and
his minhag of starting each school day with the recital of tehillim
spoke volumes about his reliance on the Ribono shel Olam for all of
his successes as an educator and administrator. He was an
outstanding human being and he will be sorely missed.
May his wife, Mrs. Frieda
Fink, and her wonderful children
and
grandchildren,
the
Aberbach, Kleiner, Ochs, and
Zucker families, take comfort in
the
knowledge
of
his
tremendous impact on klal
Yisroel and may they bring him
eternal nachas. The yeshiva is
proud to be mechanech the Fink
grandchildren, past and present
talmidim of the yeshiva.
Although we know that we
cannot ﬁll his shoes, we will
strive to always walk in his
footsteps. lurc urfz tvh.

In Tribute to Mr. Fink kWz
The students of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath can be compared to seeds,
Which were so lovingly placed in the classrooms of YTV.
Each day the boys were tended to with care and concern,
They were guided, taught and shown how to learn.
They were given the environment they needed to thrive,
All the subject matter they learned always came alive.
Watered with kind words, encouragement and a smile,
The boys were gently pushed to go that extra mile.
Because of all the love they were given, the boys grew in so many ways,
They saw ﬁrsthand how perseverance always pays.
Mr. Fink vWg, our beloved Principal, this beautiful garden he has sown,
All the years of his devotion and dedication have deﬁnitely shown.
Much of who the boys are today is because of Mr. Fink,
He showed them how to continue the chain of our Mesorah – to become another link.
How fortunate the boys were to come to Yeshiva each day,
And have Mr. Fink as their Principal and role model to show them the way.
Mr. Fink impacted so many lives over the years,
He believed in each student and alleviated any fears.
What Mr. Fink did for all his students is beyond measure,
The boys will hold onto the memories, which they will always treasure.
Mr. Fink vWg, will always have a special place in our heart,
And we are so grateful that in our lives he played such a tremendous part.

Yonatan and Esther Goldenberg

September 2016 - Mr. Fink VwG, accompanies the 3rd rade
to the Goldenberg home, to see the giant sunﬂower that
grew as a result of a project the boys did in science lab.

In memory of

Mr. Yitzchok Fink vWg
When I ﬁrst became a teacher, Mr. Fink was my principal. He
quickly became my mentor, and soon thereafter, we were
colleagues. Most importantly, throughout our relationship,
Yitzchok was a dear friend.
He touched the lives of thousands: students, parents, teachers
and Board of Education personnel. Yitzchok had a very
distinguished career, and wherever he went, he always made a
wv aushe.
Mr. Fink was a consummate professional who loved his
students, cherished his teaching staﬀ, and treasured his noble
calling.
Yitzchok was a real family man who adored his loving wife,
daughters, sons in law, and all of his grandchildren.
He is sorely missed by the multitudes whose lives he touched
and by the entire Torah Vodaath family.

lurc urfz tvh
Mr. and Mrs. Chaim Schilit

An Unforgettable Educator
Mr. Fink kWz
An exemplary principal - An educator
A person who cared - A very special human being
He cared for each and every child
He cared for each and every teacher
We were colleagues - We were friends
Yeshiva Ketana Torah Vodaath is a family
The Rebbeim, the Teachers, the Menahalim,
the Principal
Mr. Fink with his warmth, with his concern
was instrumental in making it family
He was the Principal, he was a father figure to the
teachers
He was everything to everyone, what they needed
The school atmosphere, the warmth, the caring
The smiles on the children’s faces!
lurc urfz hvh

Rabbi Shmuel Goldstein

Rabbi Asher Sabo

Message from
the Centennial Co-Chairman
Dear Friends,

O

n behalf of the Roshei Yehiva and lay leaders of Yeshiva
Torah Vodaath, I thank you all for celebrating with us
tonight, as we build a bright new future upon the already
remarkable century-old foundation of America’s Yeshiva.
I am humbled to partner with this great Yeshiva, and I am honored
to continue the legacy of my dear grandparents, Mr. Harry and Mrs.
Eta Herskowitz a”h, pillars of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath. My grandfather
saw the need for yeshivos when only a few people shared his vision,
and he devoted tremendous eﬀorts to ensure that the dream of a
few visionaries would become a reality. Not only did he support
Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, but he was instrumental in the founding and
supporting many other mosdos haTorah as well.
Today we see the realization of the dream of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath.
There is virtually no yeshiva or community in America which does not
beneﬁt from the leadership or guidance of a Torah Vodaath talmid.
The messages of harbotzas haTorah, talmud Torah, and leadership of
Klal Yisroel, resonate and reach every corner of the globe.
As we welcome our new Rosh haYeshiva, Rav Yitzchok Lichtenstein
shlit”a, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath begins its second century of Torah with
an invigorated hanhalla and an energized cadre of talmidim. The
growth in numbers in the elementary school is mirrored by the

dramatic advancement and improvements in the Mesivta, Beis
Medrash, and Kollel.
Our outstanding hanhalla has assembled a new chaburah of
bochurim returning from Eretz Yisroel, led by Rav Shlomo Cynamon,
Rav of Khal Bnei Torah of Flatbush, and Rav Dov Ortner. The Roshei
Yeshiva, Rav Yosef Savitsky and Rav Yisroel Reisman are excited by
this new chaburah, as they see the bochurim learning with a
geshmak, and hearing high level chaburos from the Rosh Yeshiva.
The board of directors has already taken the necessary steps to
prepare the infrastructure of the Yeshiva for the next generation of
talmidim, by securing the purchase of two properties adjacent to the
Yeshiva. We are looking forward to many additional developments in
the near future.
I join the hanhalla of the Yeshiva in thanking the Rechnitz family for
dedicating the book describing the history of Torah Vodaath,
“America’s Yeshiva,” which is a wonderful tribute to its thousands of
talmidim and rabbeim of the ﬁrst century. The Rechnitz family is truly
deserving of the Centennial Heritage Award which they are receiving
tonight.
Thank you to the Leshkowitz family for dedicating the sefer
“Hamesivta,” two volumes of chiddushei Torah from our talmidim
and Rabbeim, in honor of tonight's dinner.
This gathering is a testament to the extraordinary siyata d’Shmaya to
which the Roshei Yeshiva and lay leaders of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath
were zoche, throughout the past century. We are not only celebrating
our accomplishments and successes of the previous century, but we
are also commemorating our exciting and promising future, as we
turn a page in history and begin the next chapter. We deeply
appreciate that you have joined us in this monumental and historic
evening.
It is our hope and teﬁllah that we continue to see the Yeshiva prosper
and ﬂourish, as we build the next generation of Klal Yisroel’s leaders

Harry Skydell
Centennial Co-Chairman

Message from
the Centennial Co-Chairman
Dear Friends,

W

ith elated feelings of joy and excitement, I welcome you to
this monumental event of kavod haTorah, as we celebrate
a century of harbotzas Torah of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath.
The seeds which the Roshei Yeshiva and lay leaders planted a century
ago, the tears which they shed, and the sweat with which they toiled
to nurture a generation of bnei Torah in a foreign land, all come
together tonight, as we revel in their dreams and accomplishments
to create America’s Yeshiva.
This evening is not only a simcha for the entire Klal Yisroel, but a
personal simcha as well. My roots in Yeshiva Torah Vodaath begin in
the 1950’s when my grandfather, Reb Chaim Meir Friedman kWz and
my wife's grandfather Reb Abba Hacohen Fink kWz came to the
Yeshiva. My father Reb Naftali Friedman, and my father-in-law Reb
Yisroel Minzer, continued in their path, and I, along with my brothers,
brothers-in-law, and four sons are all proud talmidim of this great
mosad haTorah.
Throughout my years in Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, I, along with my
chaveirim, enjoyed a close kesher with our rebbeim, seeking their
guidance and emulating their ways. Our rebbeim are unique because
they care about every child, dedicating their entire lives to nurture and
develop talmidim, skillfully teaching and encouraging them to grow and
thrive as they mature, paving their way to become our future leaders.

Our new Rosh Yeshiva, Horav Yitzchok Lichtenstein shlita, has already
impacted the Yeshiva, lifting the ramah in learning, and breathing
enthusiasm and simcha into the Yeshiva. We hope that will drive the
Yeshiva to realize our collective dream of the second century.
Boruch Hashem, we have seen solid and steady growth in our Yeshiva
Ketana. We understand that today's children need more than just a
rebbe. They need our vibrant and exciting atmosphere, with new and
fresh ideas, executed by our talented hanahala and top-tier rebbeim.
We hope that our success continues through the Mesivta, which has
been revitalized over the past decade. The ruach of learning and
achievement is tangible, and as I walked through the hallways, I felt
the simchas haTorah and feelings of accomplishment of the
bochurim.
Tonight we also pay tribute to my great-uncle, Rabbi Yitzchok Fink, a
talmid chocham and an ish yashar, who led the yeshiva General
Studies program for close to 40 years. He guided and taught our
talmidim the necessary skills to earn a livelihood while being
mekadesh shem shomayim. He was a role model for every talmid in
YTV, and his methodology and curriculum spread throughout the
country, furthering his impact on today’s generation of lay leaders.
I especially thank the Rechnitz family for dedicating the memorial
tribute, “America’s Yeshiva,” a book which, true to its name, portrays
the phenomenal impact which Yeshiva Torah Vodaath has made on
American Jewry. Mazel tov to R’ Shlomo Yehuda and his family upon
their Centennial Heritage Award tonight.
The Leshkowitz family deserves a special yasher koach as well, for
dedicating the two-volume “Hamesivta,” with hundreds of divrei
Torah from our roshei yeshiva and talmidim throughout the years,
printed exclusively for tonight’s simcha.
I thank you all for coming tonight to join Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, as
we are inspired by the accomplishments of the last century, and we
welcome a new and exciting era of harbotzas Torah for Yeshiva Torah
Vodaath.

Matis Friedman
Centennial Co-Chairman

75 Years of Service to Klal Yisroel
TALMIDIM OF 1944-1946
Represented by

Rabbi and Mrs. Mendel Balsam

R

abbi Mendel Balsam was raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
as the oldest of four boys. His parents and grandparents
were European immigrants and respected members of the
Pittsburgh community.
When Reb Mendel was a child, there was no Yeshiva in Pittsburgh. His
background in Torah was mostly limited to what he learned from his
grandfather during their daily after school “class” in his grocery store.
When he arrived to Yeshiva Torah Vodaath at age sixteen, his
background in learning was limited when compared to most of his
peers. Still, the Yeshiva’s warm and well-rounded chinuch approach enabled him to “catch up”
quickly and thrive, while learning from illustrious gedolei Torah such as Horav Gedaliah Schorr
zt”l, Horav Elya Chazan zt”l and Horav Shachna Zohn zt”l. Incredibly, despite the relative infancy
of American Torah chinuch and the tumultuous times, all of Reb Mendel’s classmates remained
solid shomrei Torah u’mitzvos for life.
In 1951, Reb Mendel married his wife Sarah, daughter of Reb
Moshe Yitzchok Mendlowitz zt”l, and the eldest granddaughter
of Reb Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz zt”l, and settled in Monsey –
where he learned full time in Bais Medrash Elyon. As the son of
a successful businessman, Reb Mendel originally intended to
enter the business world as well. However, his uncle Rabbi Berel
Greenbaum z”l – Reb Shraga Feivel’s son-in-law, who was
Menahel in Yeshiva of Spring Valley – encouraged him to teach
Torah, which led to a legendary chinuch career. After teaching in
Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim-Manhattan for several years, Rabbi
Balsam taught for nearly half a century at Yeshiva of Spring Valley.
Rabbi Balsam particularly reveres the innovative vision of Reb Shraga Feivel, which is at the core
of Torah Vodaath’s ability to eﬀectively be mechanech diverse American boys for generation after
generation. He recounts the unique array of limudim – such as Nach, dikduk and history - taught
in Torah Vodaath and the diverse Litvish and Chassidish gedolim and teachings that were relayed
to talmidim. He particularly lauds Reb Shraga Feivel’s founding of summer camp, Torah U’Mesorah
and other innovations that have evolved into linchpins of chinuch in contemporary times. “Reb
Shraga Feivel was a spiritual giant and a true visionary,” says Rabbi Balsam. “He had a keen grasp
of what boys need to know and see in order to succeed.”
Rabbi and Mrs. Balsam were zoche to raise ﬁve children and derive nachas from many grandchildren
and great-grandchildren, bli ayin hora. They are proud to have several grandchildren who are Torah
Vodaath talmidim. May Hashem bentch Rabbi and Mrs. Balsam with arichas yomim and great health,
with continued nachas from their beautiful oﬀspring.

Talmidim of 1994-1946
Celebrating 75 years of Service to Klal Yisroel

75 Years of Service to Klal Yisroel
TALMIDIM OF 1944-1946
Represented by

Mr. and Mrs. R’ Bezalel Fixler

W

hen R’ Bezalel Fixler arrived in Yeshiva Torah
Vodaath in 1946, he had endured the horrors of
three years in a Nazi concentration camp and two
years in a DP camp. B’chasdei Hashem, his entire immediate
family survived the Holocaust, but the pain they endured was
compounded by the diﬃculty of his immigrating to a foreign
land after missing crucial years of Yeshiva.
R’ Bezalel enrolled in Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, where he joined a
large group of peers, a mix of American raised bachurim and
Holocaust survivors. The Yeshiva took particular care to help
the Holocaust survivors acclimate to normal life and rebuild from the ashes – both
emotionally and in learning. “They treated us like their own children,” he remembers.
“The ruach was one of ‘home.’”
R’ Bezalel remained in Torah Vodaath for
nearly a decade, learning from great
Rebbeim and building a particularly close
rapport with Horav Yaakov Kamenetsky
zt”l. When his parents were concerned
about his future prospects of earning a
living, they approached Horav Yaakov. The
Rosh Yeshiva advised R’ Bezalel to earn a
trade that he could become a “mumche”
in. He chose engineering, taking courses at night while in Yeshiva all day.
In 1957, R’ Bezalel married his wife Blanca (nee Brunner), a Holocaust survivor born in
Krakow. Horav Yaakov Kamenetsky was honored with all the brachos under their
chuppah. The Fixlers eventually settled in Kew Gardens, Queens and ran a warm, vibrant
Torah home for their children, who b”H see beautiful oﬀspring of their own, bli ayin
hora. True to Horav Yaakov’s advice, R’ Bezalel had a successful career for decades as
an engineer for Grumman Aircraft, respectfully providing for his family.
Yeshiva Torah Vodaath derives particular nachas from what our Yeshiva and illustrious
rebbeim did for R’ Bezalel and his many fellow Holocaust survivors who learned within
our walls. The challenges they endured are beyond our comprehension, as are the
challenges it took to be successfully mechanech them. Besiyatta d’Shmaya, countless
beautiful Torah homes were established by these special alumni.
May Hashem bentch Mr. and Mrs. Fixler with arichas yomim and great health, with
continued nachas from their doros yesharim u’mevorachim.
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75 Years of Service to Klal Yisroel
TALMIDIM OF 1944-1946
Represented by

Rabbi Dr. Yaakov Neuberger

R

abbi Dr. Yaakov Neuberger is
a native of Wurzburg,
Germany. His parents and
all but one of his siblings were
fortunate to escape the inferno of
the Holocaust in time.
After a brief stay in Baltimore,
the Neubergers settled in
Williamsburg in 1940 and Reb
Yaakov enrolled in Yeshiva Torah
Vodaath as a young bachur. The Jewish school that Reb
Yaakov attended in Germany had mostly irreligious
students and his Torah education was severely lacking.
Still, within a year in Torah Vodaath, he progressed to the
point that he could make a leining on Gemara himself. Reb
Yaakov attributes his incredible growth to the fact that he
had the future Rosh Yeshiva, Horav Pam kWmz, who was
then still a bachur, as his rebbe that year. “Horav Pam was
the best rebbe I ever had,” he recounts. “He instilled in
talmidim both Yiras Shomayim and the ability to learn.”
Subsequently, Reb Yaakov learned by other great
rebbeim, including Horav Dovid Bender kWmz, Horav
Gedaliah Schorr kWmz and Horav Yisroel Chaim Kaplan kWmz.
He also recounts the incredible ruach in Torah Vodaath and
the chaverim he made, many of whom became noted
gedolei Torah. Even on Shabbosim, when he was home, he
Talmidim of 1994-1946
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would come to Yeshiva for the warm, inspiring Seuda
Shlishis. After graduating high school in 1945, Reb Yaakov
went to learn in Yeshiva Ner Yisroel of Baltimore - where
his cousin, Rabbi Herman Neuberger kWz, was Executive
Director – and obtained semicha from Horav Yaakov
Yitzchok Ruderman kWmz. During that period, he also
earned a Bachelors degree in Physics at John Hopkins
University.
After returning to New York, Reb Yaakov continued his
studies in NYU, eventually earning a PhD in Physics. He
would still frequently return to Torah Vodaath and was
particularly fond of the Teﬁllos in Yeshiva. In 1955, Reb
Yaakov married his wife Ruth, daughter of the Horav Elie
Munk kWmz of Paris, and eventually settled in Boro Park and
were zoche to raise seven children, bli ayin hora. Rabbi Dr.
Neuberger led a prominent career as a physics professor
at Queens College. He is recognized as an illustrious
member of Rabbi Felder’s Kehillah on 18th Avenue and has
delivered a daily Daf Yomi shiur for over ﬁfty years,
through today.
Rabbi Dr. Neuberger derives great nachas that his sonin-law, Mr. Heshy Lowy, is a Torah Vodaath alumnus, as are
Heshy’s nine sons – the youngest of whom graduated last
year, over seventy years since his zaide did. “After one
century of harbotzas haTorah, may Torah Vodaath
continue living up to its historical glory,” he says.
May Hashem bentch Rabbi Dr. and Mrs. Neuberger
with arichas yomim and great health, and continued
nachas from their beautiful generations, ad mei’ah v’esrim.
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A Yovel of Service to Klal Yisroel
Tribute to the Class of ‘69
Represented by

Rabbi Heshy
Arem

Rabbi Nosson
Motechin

Mr. Sruly
Orzel

Rabbi Chaim
Dovid Zwiebel

Fifty years! Half a century! A huge slice of life!
Then, we were impressionable, young lads in our beloved Yeshiva.
Today, we look around and see how much our lives – and the world
- have changed over these ﬁve decades!
Often, when a person reaches a momentous milestone in his life,
he looks back at the individuals and institutions that molded and
shaped him. He then realizes how much credit they deserve for his
accomplishments in his subsequent years!

The Class of 1969
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Besides the core curricula of asue hsunk - having the zechus of
learning from such Gedolei Roshei Yeshiva and Rebbeim as, to
mention just a few, Horav Belsky, Horav Sheps, and Horav Shapiro
ohehsm rfz vfrck - and khscvk, a superb General Studies program,
under the able leadership of Rabbi Lonner kWz , we were privileged
also to extra, once-in-a-lifetime opportunities to soar in our vru,v
,ughsh , both ,ufhtc ,unfcu.
Just to give one small example: Every morning before classes
formally began, we would gather in the Bais Medrash Koton for a
special shiur. Horav Schorr kWmz would speak on the Parshah.
Imagine! A live shiur from the Mechaber of Ohr Gedalyahu himself!
What would we give today for such an experience! On Thursdays,
the Mashgiach tWyhka would teach us Mishlei! How could we have
possibly appreciated enough these golden opportunities at such a
young age?
Many of us were fortunate enough to spend our summers in Camp
Torah Vodaas. That means, we lived and breathed Torah Vodaas
twelve months a year – and we loved it, and would not have had it
any other way! And in camp, it was much more of an all-inclusive
experience, unless you dormed in the Yeshiva and didn’t go home
for Shabbos. In camp, it was 24/7 for four or eight weeks.
How can we possibly recreate those days when we had the zechus
to spend day and night, weekday and Shabbos in the company of
the Mashgiach tWyhka! The Mashgiach himself testiﬁed that
Emunas Yisroel had been born in Camp Torah Vodaas!
It was there that we were taught by some of the Gedolei
Mechanchim of our time, who were themselves talmidei Torah
Vodaas: Rav Nosson Scherman, Rav Shmuel Dishon, Rav Yaakov
Landesman, Rav Moshe Neuman, Rav Moshe Francis and Rav
Mordechai Finkelman!
Yes, much has happened since we sat in the Beis Medrash and our
classrooms on East Ninth Street. But, if we close our eyes and
reminisce about those wonderful days, it will surely give us the
chizuk to continue giving nachas to the Yeshiva and our Rebbeim!
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In tribute to the following members
of the Class of 1969
who are
ohnurn hzbdc ohcrv ubbuctsk

May their ,unab have an vhkg and may they be
rauh hmhkn for their families and our Yeshiva
R’ Elozer Brodt kWz
R’ Yosef Fine kWz
R’ Moshe Hardt kWz
Horav Yitzchok Isbee kWmz
R’ Shmuel Lonner kWz
R’ Mayer Wasilski kWz
R’ Daniel Weinberger kWz
R’ Shavy Weinstock kWz
R’ Lazer Wolf kWz

/v/c/m/b/,
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RABBI MOSHE LONNER
A Talmid Remembers

W

hat comes to mind when I think of Rabbi Lonner a’’h,
is the tremendous baal middos tovos he was and the
chachma he had dealing with all the students.

But I think, his greatest legacy is, that he prepared and gave all
the students the tools to face their future.

No matter what road a student chose to go down for his
profession, whether it be klei kodesh or in the secular world,
he provided the students with the knowledge, ability, and selfconﬁdence to be successful in their careers.
As the saying goes, “the proof is in the pudding.” We see today
how many of the Torah Vodaath alumni have made a positive
mark on Klal Yisroel and are extremely successful both, in klei
kodesh and in the secular world.
For this alone, I personally say, and I am sure that I am joined
by thousands of my fellow alumni in declaring:
THANK YOU RABBI LONNER.

Nosson Motechin
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Reﬂections on
My Years in the Yeshiva
By: Rabbi Yosef Levy – 1968 HS Graduate

A

s we approach the Centennial Celebration of our beloved Yeshiva I am
full of nostalgia when I recall the days of my youth. As I do, I realize
what a great debt I owe to the Yeshiva, for it is largely due to this great
Mosad that I became whatever I am.
I came to the Yeshiva in August, 1964. At that time the Yeshiva was on
South Third Street in Williamsburg. The dorm was right in the back. It was
during the days of Selichos so we had to be up early. This added to my culture
shock as I came from Staten Island and I was not used to a Yeshivish davening.
In addition we daven Nusach Ashkenaz and I was now introduced to Nusach
Sefard. The day was long. We began learning at 9:00 A.M. and between Limudei
Kodesh, Limudei Chol and Night Seder, we did not ﬁnish until 9:00 P.M. Quite
a long day for a 14 year old. Nevertheless, I liked it and I got used to it. Because
I came from a Staten Island day school I had a weak background in Gemara.
Therefore, although I was beginning High School, I with a number of other boys,
was placed in the seventh grade for Limudei Kodesh. This was the “Dorm Class”
and there was one for every grade. For this, we had to walk to Wilson Street
every day. As a matter of fact it was twice a day, for we would walk back and
forth to South Third Street for lunch. Our Rebbe was Rav Zehnwirth. He was
very special. It was in his class that I began to learn and absorb the culture of
the Yeshiva. It was diﬃcult because we had to learn three languages at the
same time, Lashon Kodesh, Aramaic, and Yiddish, which was the language of
instruction. It took me two years to learn Yiddish but I am forever grateful that
I did, as it opened up an entire world to me. Our Menahel was Rav Dovid
Bender zt”l. He was a no nonsense person who was warm at the same time. It
took me a while but eventually, as he put it , I “caught ﬁre” and I was able to
progress. The following year for eighth grade we had Rav Wilner, a dynamic
Rebbe who really had a great impact on us. He eventually became the
Menahel. It was during this year that Rav Bender was suddenly niftar. This was
a great shock to everyone. I remember his levaya which went through the
streets of Williamsburg. The Satmar Rebbe zt”l came out to give him his kavod
acharon.
Meanwhile I had begun High School. The afternoon began after Second
Seder at 3:00. We had English ﬁve days a week. There were ﬁve periods so we
ended at 6:28. On Sundays it was 6:08. Our principal was Rabbi Lonner and he
made sure that we had a full curriculum of General Studies. The Rebbe that
stands out was my third year Mesivta Rebbe, Rav Moshe Samuels zt”l. He had

been close to Rav Mendlowitz and Rav Shlomo Heiman zichronom l’vracha. He
really was able to relate to us. During my third year, after Pesach of 1967, we
made the momentous move from Williamsburg to the East 9th Street campus
in Flatbush. Speaking of Mesivta, I must mention our Menahel, Rav Quinn zt”l.
I ﬁrst met him when I came for an interview and I saw his warm caring nature.
Even when I was on Wilson Street I would see him every day at davening. One
story that sticks out happened years later at Camp Ohr Shraga, which I would
attend for the last part of the summer. One year a few of us had to leave early
on a Sunday morning. We davened early and as we were preparing to leave
Rav Quinn came in for davening. He asked us if we had breakfast yet. When
we replied that we had not, he said “One minute.” He then went into the
kitchen and prepared a breakfast with eggs and all.
During the years I was in the Yeshiva I had the zechus to learn under Rav
Pam zt”l. My greatest impression of him was when he gave his famed Erev
Shabbos shmuez on the Parsha. I personally felt that when he spoke about
Avraham Avinu, then Avraham Avinu was standing right in front of me. If he
spoke about Aharon Hakohen then he, Aharon Hakohen was there as well.
Later when I was married with a family, and we lived out of town we would
visit the Rebbe and his Rebbitzen twice a year in their home. When we would
come the Rebbitzen would take out the toys so my children could play as we
sat and shmuezed at the dining room table.
By the time I got to Beis Medrash, Rav Schorr zt”l was the Rosh Yeshiva and
we later became neighbors when my wife and I moved in across the street after
our marriage. I then had the zechus to accompany him home from the Yeshiva
on Shabbos. Before we moved out of town, Rav Schorr gave me a bracha. This
became especially meaningful to me as that night he was suddenly niftar.
I must also mention three shiurim on the Parsha that I would hear every
week. On Wednesday night we would hear one from Rav Shlomo Rottenberg.
On Friday morning at 10:00 Rav Schorr spoke and at 11:00 Rav Pam spoke. Each
had his own style and unique perspective. Rav Pam of course spoke in the Bais
Medrash Katana where we learned. Rav Weinberg’s shiur learned there as well
and our Mashgiach was Rav Leizerson zt”l with whom I became very close.
All in all, the memories of the Yeshiva warm my heart and I am full of
Hakaras Hatov for what the Yeshiva gave me and the wonderful friends that I
made there. The dorm experience allowed me to make friends from all over
the world. I consider it to be a special zechus that my Rebbeim were the
talmidim of Rav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, the great builder of Torah in
America. May the Yeshiva go mechail el chayil into the next century and may
we all merit to see it grow to new heights while building on its previous glory!

25 Years of Service to Klal Yisroel
Tribute to the Class of ‘94
Represented by
Rabbi Shmuel Dovid Dancinger
Mr. Yonatan Goldenberg
Mr. Yosef Nussbaum

D

uring the late 20th century, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath had already
cemented its role at the core of Torah Jewry in America and shaped
families and communities across the United States and beyond for
generations.
The concept of a Yeshiva in America was not only no longer foreign, but it was
already a “given” for every Orthodox Jewish child in America to go to Yeshiva from
preschool through high school, at the very least. Yeshivas were established in
communities throughout the country. New York City, the hub of American Jewry,
had a particularly large and diverse roster of Yeshivos. Still, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath
maintained a preeminent role on the chinuch scene, cultivating a large number
of talmidim as the rabbonim, mechanchim and Torah baalebatim of the next
generation.
The Class of 1994 was comprised of a vibrant group of talmidim from various walks
of life, from families from throughout the ﬁve boroughs and beyond. Today, these
alumni live in a cross section of communities and hold various job titles – yet are
united by their beautiful representation of Torah Vodaath values.
May Hashem grant the Class of 1994 alumni and their families continued
hatzlacha and nachas.
Special thanks to the Class of 1994 representatives, who represent the rich
character of their class and our Yeshiva, upon this honor:

RTorah Vodaath as a four year old and remained for

abbi Shmuel Dovid Dancinger arrived in Yeshiva

Yeshiva and Mesivta until age sixteen. He subsequently
learned in Yeshiva Lev Avrohom-Yerushalayim and Bais
Medrash Govoha in Lakewood.
Today, Rabbi Dancinger is a well respected mechanech
in Lakewood, serving as a rebbi in Talmud Torah Bais
Avrohom. Looking back, Rabbi Dancinger marvels at the
Rabbi Shmuel chinuch he received as a child and young bachur, which
Dovid Dancinger serves as a role model in his current avodas hakodesh.
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“I can say that every rebbi we had – even the English principals – was an
exceptional yerei Shomayim,” he observes. “The lifelong impression that this
makes on talmidim cannot be overstated.”

Y

onatan is a died-in-the-wool Torah Vodaath talmid,
having been privileged to learn in our Yeshiva from
preschool through Kollel. His father, Reb Baruch Shalom
a”h – a Torah Vodaath graduate – was tragically niftar
when Yonatan was just two years old, making the warmth
and inﬂuence of his Torah Vodaath rebbeim even more
crucial. “They made me who I am today,” he plainly states.
Today, Yonatan resides in Flatbush and serves as Assistant
Mr. Yonatan
Controller at Bardin Hill Investment Partners in
Goldenberg
Manhattan. Yonatan and his fellow professional alumni
strongly prioritize kvias ittim laTorah and a chashivus for
Torah in their homes. He is also proud to have continued the family chain and
provides a Torah Vodaath chinuch for his sons, with boys currently enrolled in
both Yeshiva and Mesivta Torah Vodaath.

Y

osef Nussbaum arrived in Yeshiva Torah Vodaath for
7th grade and remained in Yeshiva through Kollel.
He recounts a wellspring of “fond memories” of all those
consequential years, learning from illustrious rebbeim,
some of whom were American raised and others from
der heim. He lauds the uniquely rich Torah Vodaath
chinuch, which combines the Litvish depth in learning
with the varmkeit of chassidus.
Mr. Yosef
Yosef obtained semicha from Rav Elozor Kahanow zt”l.
Nussbaum
He currently resides in Lawrence and is a respected
member of Congregation Shaarei Teﬁllah, which
includes many Torah Vodaath alumni. He works as a ﬁnancial services attorney
for JP Morgan. The spirit of achdus and shared values that Yosef and fellow 1994
alumni felt while in Yeshiva continues through this day. Yosef takes particular
pride in the alumni’s commitment to kvias ittim laTorah. In particular, Yosef is
proud to be a part of the weekly leil shishi get-together of Torah Vodaath alumni
to learn Chumash, led by Pinny Greenstein, Dovid Freier and others. This
program is going strong for more than a decade. “Torah Vodaath was remarkable
in how it prepared us to remain strongly committed to Torah even as
baalebatim,” he reﬂects.
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Message from the Chairman of the Board

T

his year we mark the Centennial Year since Torah Vodaath ﬁrst started
its “Avodas Hakodesh”. As a vibrant “Ben Meiah”, we celebrate a century
of Torah excellence. We look to our past to celebrate our success, and
to illuminate our way into the future vWht. Torah Vodaath is proud of its record
of achievement. I am proud of our Yeshiva and I continue to be eternally
grateful for the opportunity to participate over these years in the Yeshiva’s
leadership.
My connection to Yeshiva Torah Vodaath spans decades and even
generations – ever since I arrived in Williamsburgh as a ﬁrst year Mesivta
student at age 13. This bond was forged during the years my brother Yossie
and I spent in the Yeshiva as talmidim and has been strengthened through our
children, all of whom are counted among its talmidim and alumni. Boruch
Hashem, now three of my sons have their own children in the Yeshiva. We
appreciate that throughout its illustrious 100 year history, Torah Vodaath has
consistently produced an extraordinary number of outstanding Rabbinic,
educational and lay leaders of our Jewish nation, in the United States, in Eretz
Yisroel and around the globe.

Just about thirty one years ago, Moreinu Horav Avrohom Pam kWmz, asked
me to assume the leadership responsibility as Chairman of the Board of
Directors. His call was not an invitation, it was a directive – one I simply could
not refuse, and now, some three decades later, I'm glad I didn't. My role has
been and continues to be a sacred responsibility. I cherished the special
opportunity it aﬀorded me to work closely with Moreinu Horav Pam kWmz, and
to assist him in his avodas hakodesh. Since his petirah, I have had the privilege
of helping to continue his work, along with my devoted chaveirim on the
Executive Committee and our Board.
This year we mark the 18th yahrzeit of our beloved and revered Rebbe and
Rosh Hayeshiva, Horav Pam kWmz. Indeed, each year that passes has a special

signiﬁcance to all of us who had the zechus to be close to one of the greatest
of our gedolim and manhigim. Now eighteen years after his petira, we all still
remember and reﬂect on his many years of extraordinary achievements and
their impact on each of us, and on Klal Yisroel. Even with the passage of time,
Rav Pam’s memory and message is as fresh and relevant today as it was in the
past. We revere his zikaron and try in our own small way to emulate his derech
hachaim.
At the appropriate time, we were privileged to have Moreinu Horav Chaim
Yisroel Belsky kWmz assume the mantle of leadership, with vigor and vision, as
he embraced the revitalization of our Yeshiva and immersed himself in ruchm
hfrm. For all his years we at Torah Vodaath beneﬁted from his leadership, vast
knowledge, sage advice, mastery and expertise – a true, multifaceted Gadol
b’Yisroel. ubhbhctsk after his untimely petirah, we paid the Rosh Hayeshiva a
special iurjt sucf to his iurfz' and dedicated the Moreinu Horav Chaim Yisroel
Belsky kWmz Talmidei Ne’eman Legacy Circle to ensure a perpetual kesher to
this great Rebbe and Rosh Hayeshiva.
This Dinner welcomes Horav Yitzchok Lichtenstein Shlita tWyhka, the new
Rosh Hayeshiva, who will IY”H continue the vision of revitalization that began
nearly two decades ago. We look forward to working with the Rosh
Hayeshiva and bringing the Yeshiva to even higher ,udrsn.
Sadly, several years ago, we lost one member of our special group R’
Shiya Hollander kWz, who was the ﬁrst person I called to form our new
Executive Committee, after I was appointed as Chairman. Meeting with our
chaveirim practically every Sunday morning at the Yeshiva, at ﬁrst with Rav
Pam kWmz, and afterwards with Rav Belsky kWmz, our group was involved in
every major decision shaping in our Yeshiva.
Two years ago our Yeshiva and I personally, lost a lifelong friend, R’ Yonah
Blumenfrucht kWz. A true askan, ohna oak, loyal and devoted, Yoni as he
was so belovedly called, was always there for Yeshiva. As longstanding
Chairman our Annual Melave Malka, and anything else that was needed,
Yoni ﬁlled the role beautifully.
A special Yosher Koach to tonights Centennial Dinner Chairmen – Harry
Skydell and Matis Friedman. Both are devoted to the Yeshiva b’lev
u’bnefesh, and never put themselves in the public eye. They made an
exception this year with mesiras nefesh, and the results are obvious in the
room this evening.
Tonight we pay tribute to the memory of a very close friend R’ Yitzchok
Fink kWz/ He served the Yeshiva with loyalty and devotion for two times chai
years. He put “chai” into the lives of hundreds upon hundreds of students
who graduated from our Yeshiva Ketana with a very solid general studies
education, and are able to “live” productive lives in communities around the
world. His memory and his standards to education will always inspire us.
Eleven years ago we fulﬁlled another chov kodesh – to pay tribute to Reb

Aharon Braun kWmz. For some ﬁfty years he was an eved ne’eman on behalf
of the Yeshiva and its talmidim. But what set Reb Aharon apart was the rare
gift he received from the Ribono Shel Olam – to understand people, to share
in their life problems, and to want to help them with a genuine sincerity.
Many bochurim in the Yeshiva, especially those from out of town, and
yesomim, beneﬁted from his special friendliness and concern for their
welfare – both in ruchnius and gashmius. He understood their need and the
need of mishpachos today. He personiﬁed yiras Shomayim and a bren for
limud HaTorah and avodas Hashem. We sorely miss him. lurc urfz tvh.
At the same time I would like to acknowledge Rabbi Yitzchok Gottdiener
who was installed by the Board to take over Rabbi Braun’s responsibilities.
Reb Yitzchok was Reb Aharon’s right hand for twenty-ﬁve years and has
worked closely with our Board and Executive Committee for almost thirty
years. He has earned the respect of parents, Rebbeim, teachers, and the
Board of Directors. He has taken on the achrayus of carrying the heavy
burden of the Yeshiva’s budget with energy, diligence, skill and a deep feeling
for our Mechanchim and other staﬀ.
Several years ago, Gedaliah, Moshe and I and kWjcvk Shiya kWz felt
suﬃciently comfortable with the growth and progress in the Yeshiva, that
we could now “Pass the Torch” to a cadre of capable, mature and committed
alumni and parents who share a common ambition of askanus l’tovas our
Yeshiva. We are extraordinarily gratiﬁed that Matis Friedman, Moishe Haas
and my own son Naftuli Leshkowitz joined the Executive Committee of the
Board. During their tenure to date, they have already made an important
mark on our committee. We wish them great hatzlacha and thnas t,ghhx
in all their endeavors. In addition, we have added several additional younger
members to our Board as part of our plan to ensure leadership in the future.
When we analyze askanus in America and in fact the world today, we
ﬁnd again and again our own talmidim who are in the forefront of organizing
and contributing to practically every Mosad of Torah, chinuch, and chesed.
Major learning institutions that are outgrowths of our Yeshiva depend on
the continued organizational leadership and direct ﬁnancial assistance of a
core of our talmidim. These are the ones whose names appear again and
again in every important tzedakah project, not for the glory but because
they have been imbued with a sense of responsibility to use their enormous
talents ohna oak vrhstvku. As Rav Pam kWmz noted not long before his
petira, our talmidim are imbued with an achrayus to the klal as part of the
avira of the Yeshiva. We are very proud that these unique askonim trace
from Torah Vodaath.
Tonight we honor several outstanding alumni of Torah Vodaath. For many
years, we have traditionaly honored the Yovel Class for 50 years of service,
and the class of 25 years for a quarter century of service to Klal Yisroel. We
do so the same tonight, as we honor the class of 1969 and 1994 – both
classes ﬁlled with esteemed Rabbonim, Marbetzei and Machzikei Torah

v’chesed. For the ﬁrst time ever, we have taken an unusual step, since there
are numerous alumni with us this evening from the Classes of 1940-1946.
75 years of service to Klal Yisroel! What a zchus for us to have them and
acknowledge their life of Torah V’chesed. Together, they represent a uniform
link in our illustrious history, each one part of the ongoing mission of our
Yeshiva. The theme that binds them is their devotion to Torah Vodaath.
Together with their wives they have answered the call. We admire and
respect these wonderful couples.
As you will leave the hall, you will be presented with the two volume
Hamesivta Hameah, which is ﬁlled with tremendous Chidushei Torah. My
brother Yossie and I, with our respective wives and families, give praise to
Hakodesh Baruch Hu, that we are able to dedicate these momentous volumes.
A special Yosher Koach to my choshuve nephew, Horav Naftuli Leshkowitz for
editing such a magniﬁcent work.
You will also be presented with the long awaited, historical “America’s
Yeshiva”. A tremendous amount of eﬀort went into this project and I want to
thank all the people involved for well over a year in producing it. Special
recognition to tonight’s Guests of Honor - The Belsky Family. With R’ Shlomo
Yehuda and Tamar Rechnitz at the helm, they spearheaded this project,
dedicated it, and continue to live and breathe the Yeshiva of their family. We
wish them continued hatzlacha and nachas.
There are many talented people who toiled selﬂessly to make this year’s
Dinner a spiritual and ﬁnancial success. My lifelong chaverim, Gedaliah
Weinberger, and Moshe Zaﬁr, have been by my side on the Executive
Committee in my 30 plus year tenure. Their intelligence, erudition, breadth of
knowledge, and approach to life as a Ben Torah ﬁrst and foremost, continues
to be a personal inspiration to me. The vast majority of the committee
members, were all guided and molded and shaped by our Yeshiva and our
Rebbe kWmz, during their crucial formative years. Gedaliah and I are graduates
of the class of 1965, Moshe of the Class of 1966. It is to this entire group, and
to the devoted staﬀ of the Yeshiva, particularly to R’ Yitzchok Gottdiener, and
his extraordinarily able staﬀ, that I express my sincere thanks. May Hashem
give all of us and each of you, our generous and loyal friends, long life, nachas
from our children and the energy and resources to continue to do all we can
for our beloved Yeshiva.
With your generous help and with the help of Hashem, Torah Vodaath will
be able to reach new pinnacles of achievement in the Second Century,
educating the future classes of the next generation in the mesorah of Torah
Vodaath.

Chaim H. Leshkowitz

Message from the Executive Director
Dear Friends,

O

n behalf of the Roshei Yeshiva, the hanhalla, the Centennial Chairmen
and the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors, I welcome
you to tonight’s historic Centennial Celebration of Yeshiva Torah
Vodaath. It is hard to describe the collective feelings of simcha,
accomplishment, and hakoras hatov to the Ribono Shel Olam, as we look
around this room at close to two thousand guests, each one a member of the
Torah Vodaath family, celebrating together with us. Each and every guest with
us here tonight, whether a talmid, a partner, or a friend, is a beneﬁciary of the
Yeshiva’s incredible inﬂuence on America’s landscape. Thousands more who
are unable to join us personally, are reveling in the excitement of this evening,
as they too understand and appreciate the grandness of our accomplishments
on these shores since 1919. We are all indebted to Yeshiva Torah Vodaath and
our Roshei Yeshiva and rebbeim, for leading with determination, and devoting
their lives to us, their talmidim.

I have the zechus of being part of the Yeshiva for more than half of this past
Centennial. Over my years in Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, ﬁrst as a bachur, then as
a yungerman, and ﬁnally in my current position in the Yeshiva, I was inspired
and gained a tremendous amount from many wonderful people. I owe my
entire life and career to my rebbeim, Moreinu Horav Pam kWmz, and kWjvk the
Mashgiach Moreinu Horav Wolfson tWyhka. I was also zoche to have a close
kesher with Moreinu Horav Belsky kWmz. My connection with the Yeshiva, led
by our Roshei Yeshiva, Horav Yosef Savitsky tWyhka, Horav Yisroel Reisman
tWyhka, and now with Horav Yitzchok Lichtenstein remains strong as ever.
My position is a challenging one. It is not easy to balance the needs of the
hanhalla and Executive Committee of the Board of Directors, while keeping the
talmidim foremost on my mind. I am forever grateful to the hanhalla and the

Board of Directors for working with me, ﬁnding common ground, and holding
me accountable to ensure that the Yeshiva achieves the success for which we
all aim while maintaining ﬁnancial solvency.
With elated feelings of simcha, we welcome the new Rosh Yeshiva, Horav
Yitzchok Lichtenstein shlit”a, to Yeshiva Torah Vodaath. We were all heartened
to see him taking a lead, charging the atmosphere in the Yeshiva with a new
energy. He has already helped raise the ramah in learning across all divisions of
the Yeshiva, and we wish him much success as he continues to build and nurture
our talmidim. We are eagerly looking forward to his relocation to Brooklyn, where
he will be able to continue to positively impact the entire Yeshiva every single
day.
I want to express my deepest hakoras hatov to R’ Shlomo Yehuda and Mrs.
Tamar Rechnitz for their continued support of our Yeshiva. R’ Shlomo Yehuda
understands that because we have high aspirations and big dreams for our mosad
and our talmidim, we must take care of our talented staﬀ in order to realize our
goals. Our rebbeim must be paid well, and on time, in order for them to have a
basic parnasa, enabling them to focus on their avodas hakodesh. Over the past
few years, living expenses have only increased, yet the paychecks in mosdos have
not kept up with this growth. R’ Shlomo Yehuda knows that without sustaining
our rabbeim and hanhallah, all our idealism will go out the window. He has raised
the bar and set new standards for mosdos across the country.
An integral component of tonight’s historical tribute is the beautiful
commemorative Rechnitz Family Edition of “America’s Yeshiva,” a
comprehensive history of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, our Roshei Yeshiva, and our
impact on the landscape of American Jewery. My deepest thanks go to R’
Shlomo Yehuda and his family for answering the call, and stepping up to
sponsor this project. It is truly beﬁtting of the Rechnitz family, who personify
Torah philanthropy in today’s America, to patronize this volume recounting the
history of America’s Yeshiva.
I stand in awe of the tireless eﬀorts of the Executive Committee of the
Board of Directors, headed by Reb Chaim Leshkowitz, for over three decades.
Reb Chaim, along with the lay leaders of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, remained loyal
to our mission, and shouldered the monetary achrayos of our mosad through
both prosperous and challenging times. Not surprisingly, he has deviated from
the usual path of hatzne’ah leches and together with his brother Yossie who
has always been there for the Yeshiva have dedicated this beautiful Sefer which
you see here tonight, the two-volume “Sefer Hamesivta.” The Leshkowitz
brothers understand the true value of harbotzas haTorah, as is evident in his
children and grandchildren who are marbitzei Torah and community leaders.
Special chizuk before Yom Tov by the Fuchs family, the Hachnosas Kallah
Fund, by Mr. and Mrs. Moshe Zaﬁr, that helps our Rebbeim make chasanahs,
the new Bar Mitzvah fund, all are initiatives which are instrumental in giving

our shluchim, who teach our precious children peace of mind.
Thank you to our very own Maggid Shiur, Horav Naftuli Leshkowitz for
spearheading the “Hamesivta” project, editing the sefer to make certain that
it is of highest quality, as beﬁtting our mosad.
As a young father, fresh out of Kollel, I was zoche to join the staﬀ of Yeshiva
Torah Vodaath, at the same time as Reb Yitzchok Fink kWz. He became my close
friend, my conﬁdant, and my advisor. He was there for me and helped me, and
he guided me as I rose through the ranks of the Yeshiva. We maintained a close
kesher throughout all the years as he ran our excellent General Studies
department in an extraordinary fashion. He had a unique ability to balance the
critical and paramount values of our Torah with the important lessons and skills
with which he molded our talmidim. With foresight to the future, he trained
and guided our talmidim for wherever life will lead them.
I want to convey a tremendous yashar koach to Mr. Harry Skydell and Mr.
Matis Friedman for being the Centennial Chairmen of tonight’s event. They
allowed my staﬀ and me to properly prepare for this monumental evening over
the past few months. These two men, together with the Executive Committee
of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, R’ Chaim Leshkowitz, R’ Gedaliah Weinberger, R’
Avraham Reiss, R’ Moshe Zaﬁr, R’ Moshe Haas, R’ Naftali Leshkowitz, and
kWJcvk R’ Shiya Hollandar z”l and R’ Yonah Blumenfrucht z”l, are pillars of our
Yeshiva, and have embodied the messages and derech of their rebbeim. Under
their direction, this campaign has been more successful than we imagined, and
the chizzuk and support we have seen this past year from our talmidim,
supporters and partners is due, in part, to their eﬀorts. May they have much
Siyatta D’shmaya in all their endeavors, and may the zechus of hachzokas
haTorah stand with them as they embark with us on the journey of our second
century.
By the time you read this, you will be enjoying the fruits of the labor of our
entire staﬀ, who toiled tirelessly and diligently over the past eight months. I salute
the dedicated men and women (and their spouses) of the administration, oﬃce
staﬀ, and Centennial Campaign who lived and breathed this Centennial Campaign
for weeks on end. Some have given up precious family time and have missed
simchos and special moments with their families, amidst their devotion to Yeshiva
Torah Vodaath during this historic and momentous year. May the zechus of Torah
stay with them forever, as they continue to support this heilige mosad.
I close with a teﬁllah that we should see the fruits of our labor in our
lifetime, and that the Shechina should rest among us in the Yeshiva, and may
we be zoche to the ubhnhc vrvnc vnka vkutd.

Rabbi Yitzchok Gottdiener
Executive Director

A

few years ago, a new concept designed to ease the burden of our

mechanchim when their children are engaged to be married,
blossomed at Yeshiva Torah Vodaath. The Zaﬁr Zichron Sarah Broker
Hachnosas Kallah Fund hit the ground running, led by our Young Parents’
Steering Committee. With great Siyata D’shmaya to date close to 40 chasunas
celebrated by our Rebbeim were subsidized with a gift of $10,000 for each
wedding.
Funds are being raised by our enthusiastic parent body - the very same
parent body who beneﬁt from and understand the importance of ensuring
that their children’s Rebbeim have menuchas hanefesh during their time of
simcha. Our Rebbeim carry the torch and mesorah which they pass along to
the next generation. With large families to feed, their ﬁnances rarely permit
the extras in life. Often, when a simcha arises, it is all too common for our
Rebbeim to be left facing tremendous ﬁnancial pressure.
A Hachnosas Kallah fund was at least a partial solution. In order for this fund
to take root and ﬂourish, it needed an anchor sponsor, a family that would
understand the importance of such a fund. Following approval by the
Executive Committee, it was only natural that Rabbi Gottdiener approach the
well-known philanthropist Mr. Moshe Zaﬁr, treasurer of the Yeshiva for over
three decades, and his wife Ruthie. They enthusiastically agreed to sponsor
this fund ,nab hukhgk the family's beloved matriarch, Mrs. Sarah Miriam
Broker vWg. The Zaﬁrs have undertaken to match every dollar raised by our
parents for this crucial cause, in order to maximize the beneﬁt for our
treasured mechanchim.
As a direct result of the care and compassion of the Zaﬁr family, coupled with
the ambitions of our Young Parents' Steering Committee, our Rebbeim can
continue to focus on their Avodas Hakodesh in the classroom unhindered.
We thank the Zaﬁr family for endorsing the Hachnosas Kallah Fund and for
their generous commitment in being ohhen the mitzvah of Hachnossas Kallah
and hachzakas HaTorah for our most deserving marbitzei Torah, as we all look
forward to a future where a simcha is always just that--a time to be truly
happy.

Message from the Dinner Co-ordinator
My dear friends:
It is indeed a pleasure to greet you at the Centennial Dinner of Yeshiva
and Mesivta Torah Vodaath.
Tonight we honor a school which has profoundly changed the face of
Jewish education in America and generations of Orthodox American Jewry.
Although the founders did not think of themselves as revolutionaries, their
vision of an “American Yeshiva” which could produce yiddishe ba’alabatim
as well as the scholars and leaders of the Jewish community has had an
immeasurable impact on American and world Jewry.
It is indeed a privilege for me to have served as Dinner Coordinator
for the past thirty years. The 100th Anniversary of our Yeshiva marks an
important milestone. For while we look back proudly, we also look to the
future tonight. Torah Vodaath continues to grow; the numbers of our
talmidim are increasing and the inﬂuence of the Yeshiva in all sectors of
Jewish life is expanding. In its 100 years, the mother of all yeshivas, Torah
Vodaath is a dominant force in the Torah world. In our next century we
hope to continue and expand our mission.
This year’s dinner will combine past, present and future. It is a privilege
to welcome our new Rosh Hayeshiva, Moreinu Horav Yitzchok
Lichtenstein, shlita. We are looking forward to his accomplishment of our
dreams. We are very pleased and excited that there is a cadre of young
balebatim, parents and alumni who have joined and are leading Torah
Vodaath towards new pinnacles.
A special Centennial Heritage tribute will be tendered to the
Rechnitz/Belsky family for their continued support of the Yeshiva and
underwriting the commemorative The Belsky-Rechnitz Family Edition of
“AMERICA’S YESHIVA”.

The Class of 1944-46, the Class of 1989 and the Class of 1984 are being
represented by pillars of their respective communities. I would like to
mention my friend Rabbi Chaim Dovid Zweibel , Executive Vice President
of Agudath Israel of America, who has dedicated his entire life to the klal.
All the representatives being honored have varied professions are united
by their dedication to Jewish life and to Torah Vodaath.
A special two volume issue of HaMesivta Migdal Hameah, will be
given to guests this evening, sponsored by my dear friends, Chaim and
Laya Leshkowitz together with his brother Yossie and Debbie Leshkowitz.
The Leshkowitz Family continues to be in the forefront of tzedoko and
chesed worldwide and in particular for our Yeshiva.
Much appreciation is due to the Centennial co-chairmen, Mr. Harry
Skydel and Mr. Matis Friedman for their outstanding contribution year
round towards the continued growth of our Yeshiva.
We are proud that all of our Honorees tonight are alumni of our Yeshiva.
All the Honorees tonight exemplify the ideals of what Torah Vodaath stands
for, put into practice. They are distinguished representatives whose
accomplishments we hail tonight. Each Honoree has contributed his unique
talents to the Jewish community and to our Yeshiva.
On a personal note, I want to thank everyone who gave so much of
their time to make the Dinner a success. Rabbi Yitzchok Gottdiener, our
esteemed Executive Director, has as always, gone beyond the call of duty,
living and breathing Torah Vodaath to assure both the Dinner’s success
and the continued good health of our Yeshiva throughout the year. I would
like to wish him continued Hatzlocho in all his endeavors. The hard work
of the Yeshiva’s staﬀ, along with those of the many volunteers whose
eﬀorts are greatly appreciated who toiled all day and late into the night,
has made this day memorable for all.
Year round, my dear friend, our Chairman of the Board, Chaim
Leshkowitz labors to ensure that our Yeshiva will continue to grow and
ﬂourish. His powerful eﬀorts throughout the year inspire and are the
catalyst that enables all of us to achieve so much.
As a Torah Vodaath alumnus, and the father of Torah Vodaath alumni,
I am proud to be a link in a generational chain that has reached the
Centennial mark, with its superb Torah learning led by the foremost
Gedolei Torah. Your support and presence here tonight demonstrates your
pride in our Yeshiva, its accomplishments and its potential.
I thank you and I hope you enjoy.

Yoel Ehrenreich
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A Special Dedication
In a ﬁtting Tribute, the Hanhala, Board of
Directors, and close Yedidim of R’ Yonah
Blumenfrucht kWz came together with the
Blumenfrucht family to dedicate and rename the
Mechina Program (Junior High School) of our
Yeshiva, u,nab rfzk.
This division is now known as “Mechina Ohr
Yonah”. A beautiful plaque with a listing of family
and friends who have undertaken commitments
to fund this division for the next several years, is
appropriately displayed in the main lobby of our
Yeshiva.
It is our hope that watching the talmidim learning
fervently and davening with excitement in
Mechina Ohr Yonah will bring the heilige neshama
of R’ Yonah Meir ben Chaim Alexander Ziskind an
added aliya, tremendous nachas and a nechama
to his wonderful family.

RABBI MOSHE LONNER kWz
An Appreciation
R’ Moshe Lonner arrived on the shores of the United States from
Germany all alone, on July 6, 1938 at the tender age of 16, his
parents having been unable to obtain exit visas. He carried with
him the small precious Tehillim he received from his parents as
well as two years of chinuch he received from the Yeshiva of
Frankfurt under the leadership of Rav Yosef Breuer zt’’l.
He was immediately welcomed to Mesivta Torah Vodaath by
Rav Nesanel Quinn zt’’l and Rav Yoel Fink zt’’l at whose homes he
spent his ﬁrst Shabbos, and, then, by R’ Shraga Feivel
Mendelowitz zt’’l at Camp Mesivta where he was befriended by
the wonderful campers and counselors including R’ Hershel
Leiman, R’ Elias Schwartz, and R’ Yona Zev Hershkowitz zt’’l. He
attended the Mesivta and the Bais Medrash and went on for
semicha. Among his rebbeim were Rav Boruch Kaplan, Rav S.D.B.
Rivkin, Rav Gedalia Schorr, and Rav Shlomo Heiman zt’’l. He
received his semicha from Rav Shmuel Kushelevitz and Rav
Schneider zt’’l. Alongside his full days of limudei kodesh in the bais
medrash was his pursuit of a college degree from CCNY in the
evenings. After returning from the city, it was back to the bais
medrash to end the day with Torah.

Without parents and any means of support, the Yeshiva
became his virtual father and mother: providing him with
everything from room and board, to clothing and funds for daily
expenses.
In 1944, R’ Moshe was hired as the high school librarian, and
later, as an administrative assistant in the principal’s oﬃce. In
1952, he was appointed assistant principal and in 1963, he
became Principal, and served in this capacity until he retired in
June of 1992.
In addition to leading the high school, Rabbi Lonner was very
active in hatzalas nefashos, bringing hundreds of talmidim from
war- torn Europe, helping to transplant the yeshivos of Nitra and
Klausenburg to the U.S. under the auspices of the Yeshiva. In later
years, he would advise talmidim on issues of selective service.
One does not have to look very far to realize that it was his
ehrlichkeit, temimus, and demand for excellence in limudei
kodesh, limudei chol, and middos; the infusion of a Torah
hashkafah into the high school curriculum; and teaching the
talmidim mathematical and scientiﬁc yedios to help them
understand diﬃcult sugyos in the gemara, that made the Torah
Vodaath graduate the ideal synthesis of Torah Im Derech Eretz.
What gave him much sipuk, was supplementing the sixth period
math classes that he taught with shiurim in sifrei mussar.
He was friendly, but ﬁrm with his talmidim and possessed a
tremendous sense of yashrus; and that’s why he was able to bring
out the best in them and earn their admiration and respect.
It was at each graduation that he issued the call for all talmidim
to become “ambassadors for Torah” and accept achrayus for the
tzibur. It is no wonder that Torah Vodaath talmidim constitute a
disproportionately large percentage of leaders in Klal Yisrael: in
mosdos haTorah, tzedakah, and chesed.
Rabbi Lonner had his yenika from Torah Vodaath and he was
zocheh to reciprocate, using the lessons he learned from his
rebbeim, to nurture new dynamic generations of Torah leaders.
lurc urfz hvh

Our Home in Lakewood!
For over a decade
our devoted alumnus,

MR. AND MRS. ARI STERN,
have opened their hearts and their
home to host our very successful
Annual Lakewood
Kabolas Panim Reception

Scenes from the

Special Milestone
Breakfast Reception
at the home of
MR. AND MRS. MOISHE

HAAS

How Rav Pam kWmz Shaped My Life
By: Rabbi Yosef Chaim Golding
Reading the papers about the upcoming Centennial
Dinner of Yeshiva and Mesivta Torah Vodaath has filled
me with great emotion. That's because I can truly say that
just about everything good I've done in my life is a result
of my rebbi, Rav Avrohom haKohen Pam zt"l.
As a teenager who was pretty much interested in sports,
sports, and more sports, it was Rav Pam's Friday
schmoozen that started molding me into someone who
realized that there was more to life than just sports. His
delivery was simple, his topics were serious, and his
messages were indisputably correct.
One weekday afternoon, while sitting in the Beis Medrash, I heard that there was a
Torah Umesorah sponsored assembly upstairs in the Beis Medrash Katan, and that
we were permitted to leave seder to attend. Rav Pam was to be the guest speaker.
He told a story how, once, behind the Iron Curtain, there was a prisoner who was
sentenced to 25 years of hard labor. He was to walk around in a circle with a yoke
tethered to him, attached to a pole in the ground. Soon after the sentence began,
the prisoner sat down and refused to walk around in circles any longer. The guard
told him that his comrades in Russia would starve, as the pole in the ground was
attached to an underground mill, providing flour for his comrades throughout the
land. With a renewed purpose, the prisoner got up and vigorously continued his
mission. After 25 years, when he was freed, he asked the warden to show him the
underground mill. The warden laughed, saying there is no mill, and there never was
one; "You've been walking around in circles for 25 years"...and the prisoner
"chalished" (fainted).
Rav Pam looked at us through his gold-rimmed glasses, and with that soft voice of
his, suggested that when it came to choosing our life's profession, make sure it is
one that, when you look back after 25 years, you weren't just spinning your wheels.
He then implored us all to become "diamond polishers", as he, himself, was. He
explained that a rebbi takes raw uncut "diamonds", and polishes them and molds
them into learners of Hashem's Torah. And it made no difference if the "diamonds"
were first graders, second graders, or high schoolers. The nachas one has when
looking back over the years at how your "diamonds" blossomed, is unequaled.
That drasha was the impetus that spurred me into my life's work with JEP, Agudath
Israel of America, RCCS, and other askanus work that resulted in an ocean of
unparalleled nachas.
It goes without saying that Rebbi was always available for shailos, questions, and
dispensing of advice, until his final illness.
I will be forever grateful to Rav Pam and the yeshiva he was so proudly part of.
He is sorely missed!

